
 
      

 

 
1. WELCOME 

Eunice Youhanna, chair of Denlow Public School Council, welcomed parents to the 
meeting at 7:07.  

 
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

A motion to approve changes to the agenda was made by Nick Athanaselos  
and seconded by Liz Pan. 
 

3. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER MEETING MINUTES 
Motion to approve the minutes made by Kelly Morefield and seconded by Monika 
Scholte.  
 
 

4. MS. SCHWARTZ’S PRESENTATION 
She wears many hats both at Denlow and within and throughout the TDSB. Francine 
Schwartz is a Denlow Teacher Librarian, ESL Teacher, Tech Chair. She also works 
amongst the TDSB as a Google Camp Participant & Presenter, Library Showcase 
Presenter, Digital Lead Learner, Teacher Librarian and Social Studies Facilitator. 
 
Shared video from another Google Camp presenter who said kids who have grown 
up with social media now have an 8 second attention span. So what does that mean 
about how we have to teach them? The “new normal” is to teach them, for example, 
WHY a castle is relevant (or not), instead of just teaching about the different parts of 
a castle. 
 
Focus for teaching is on preparing them to be 21st century thinkers with an 
“innovator’s mindset”, meaning empathy, curiosity, flexibility/adaptability, 
ambition, productivity and accountability, curiosity, creative, confident, and grit.  
 
Denlow’s library program focuses on teaching global competencies – which will be 
integrated soon into new report cards. They are: global citizenship, collaboration 
and leadership, critical thinking and problem solving, communication, creativity, 
inquiry and entrepreneurship. 
 
Denlow’s technology is used as a tool for engagement with these themes. Over the 
past several years, thanks to the parent community we have increased our 
technology significantly throughout Denlow. We have: 3 laptop carts of 30 total, 2 
Chromebook carts of 25 total, 2 ipad carts of 30 total, 7 dash robots, 1 BeeBot for the 
Kindergartners, 5 Circuit Kids (Makey Makey). In addition, every classroom from K-
grade 2 has 5 ipads in their rooms. 
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A proposal for additional items has been drafted and is currently being reviewed by 
Ms. Sutherland for future discussion at an upcoming SAC meeting. 
 

 
5. CHAIR’S UPDATE- Eunice Youhanna 

• Thank you’s to Kelly Mauran & Alison Wong for Hallowe’en Bingo – 200 families 
attetnded, more than 57 parent volunteers helped out, plus numerous student 
volunteers.  We are looking for another co-lead for next year to work with Alison 
since Kelley is “graduating”. 

• Two upcoming events: 1) Pass It Along – this is parent run. We are seeking used 
items, clothes – winter especially, books, toys, skates, adult winter coats too. 2) 
Kid Like Me - teacher run. This involves buying a new gift for donation. Both 
activities will support the same less-fortunate school in TDSB. This is the same 
school that SAC has previously supported with $1000 donation each year.  

• Last day for donations will be: Monday, Dec 4th. Volunteers will be needed 
on Dec 5th to help sort items.  

• Chris, our Pizza Lead, couldn’t attend tonight but wanted to provide an update – 
258 students participating in weekly pizza (compared to 232 students from last 
year, +26 increase). This has brought in $17k revenue, weekly cost of pizza is 
about $500. Approximate profit is close to $9,000 for the first term, plus the 5% 
generated by using Fundscript. This is our largest fundraiser (not including 
donations).  We have 17 parent volunteers – we would like to find someone to 
work with Chris in the 2nd term who can pick up the coordinator role.  

 
6. TREASURER’S UPDATE 

• Grigoris Karakoulas is SAC’s new treasurer. 
• He presented the latest budget and noted that it reflects a consolidated 

statement for two bank accounts -- SAC & TDSB/Denlow combined. 
• Still waiting for final information from the TDSB about the donations that 

were made at the beginning of the school year by parents before confirming 
if we hit our goal of $24,500. Should have info at next meeting to share. 

• Grigoris plans to revise budget and introduce another column showing final 
numbers from last year in order compare previous budgets. 

• Discussion took place around assuming that Fun Fair will happen again this 
year (target budget typically of $10K). Still requires a lead for this event.  

• Next meeting: Will continue to clean up budget with the latest actual 
amounts and ensuring that the allocated, planned amounts will be raised or 
spent. 

 
7. PRINCIPAL’S REPORT- Ms. Sutherland 

• EQAO results for Denlow are in. Reminder that this is a snapshot of our 
school - one week towards the end of the school year and not a full picture of 
our student’s learning. However, it is the only standardized data we have.  

• Grade 3 – 93% reading; 96% writing; 87% math 
• Grade 6 – 94% reading; 95% writing; 85% math 
• Math scores have decreased by 1-2% per year over the past few years. 

Therefore, going forward the focus will combine basic numeracy as well 
analyzing and applying knowledge. Teaching will involve problem solving & 
hands-on learning. 



 
      

• Action Item: Ms. Sutherland to explore some web sites & speakers 
recommended by parents in attendance at SAC meeting. 

 
8. Other Business  

 
Event/Activity Updates: 
 
Movie Night 
Max. 300 people total allowed in gym (parents & kids) – adults are free. At time of meeting, 
had already sold 40 tickets.  A responsible adult must remain in the school for each child. 
Staff room will be open for drinks/snacks for parents who don’t wish to watch the movie. 
Denlow families are all welcome; please don’t invite others as we just won’t have the space.  
 
Action Item: 
Discussion around using the proceeds from Movie Night to purchase a big screen 
permanently for Denlow. Julia Seager-Scott offered to liaise with leads on this project to see 
if she can help identify a good supplier. Estimate given so far of $2500 however can’t deliver 
until 2018, and SAC is unsure whether or not that would include installation from TDSB. 
More info/research is needed. 
 
Grad Update  
Graduation is being led by: Arlene Caplan, Allison Kotler (grade 5); Rubina Rawji and Kelley 
Mauran (grade 6). Two grad dates confirmed: 
 

• Monday, June 18 – Grade 5 Ceremony & Reception at Denlow followed by 
(optional) after-party at Breakout Studios 

• Tuesday, June 19 – Grade 6 Ceremony & Reception at Denlow followed by 
(optional) after-party at Breakout Studios 

 
• Two upcoming grad fundraisers -- Holiday Bazaar (date TBC) and Hot Dog 

Lunch (Dec 8). Nick Athenaselos is organizing the lunch and SAC 
recommended to him it should include healthy sides such as carrots, 
cucumbers and an apple instead of chips and a sugary drink.  

 
 
Funding Applications 
There were a variety of exciting funding applications approved that will enrich the Denlow 
student experience. 

 
A. Marie Deault-Bonin requested that SAC fund $1900+HST to run a full day activity for 

students as well as an evening talk for parents covering the theme: Tackling Anxiety 
and Stress through Arts and Mindfulness. Note: She had previously received a PRO 
grant of $1000 that will offset the total cost of the program. This program includes 
grades 1-6 as well as a storytelling component for JK/SK. The topic is addressed 
through drama, visual arts, mindful movement and literacy workshops and will take 
place at the end of January.  Approved by SAC: Julia Seager-Scott & Nick Athanaselos  

 
B. Gita Cale requested $4103.26 including HST for a unique experience to introduce 

children to grade-appropriate material involving space, space travel and astronomy. 



 
      

The whole school will have a chance to partake in an exciting workshop held in the 
gym which will be converted into a travelling planetarium for 3 days from Dec 11-
13. Approved by SAC: Kas Lingenfleter & Kelly Rocoff 

 
C. Ms. Gordon requested $2760 including HST for Snowboard Ontario’s Riglet Phys Ed 

program which introduces students to the sport of snowboarding – right in our 
Denlow gym in late Feb/Early March. Groups of 30 children at a time (K-6) will test 
their agility, coordination, and reaction time through this great aerobic workout. 
Approved by SAC: Alison Wong and Tonia Jiao 

 
D. Liz Pan presented an opportunity for a Denlow Winter Fun Day of tubing and 

tobogganing at York Region’s Recreational Outdoor Campus in late February. SAC 
agreed to fund half the cost of the trip – $10 per child – but further research needs 
to be done to finalize details such as height restrictions and ability to secure busing. 
Approved by SAC: Gita Cale and X 

 
9. ADJOURNMENT: Meeting was adjourned at 8:57PM 

 
 


